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and put it on to throwing up a small three-foot
bank some hundred yards away from the big bund
to keep the earth dry for working. Once again we
did this on our own responsibility, and it shows how
well our improvised organisation was working by
now that in one day we threw up twenty thousand
feet, or four miles, of this protective bank, from the
Shaiba end of the bund back to chainage 30,000.
Pollard wanted to finish it next day, but the Irriga-
tion Officer thought it unnecessary and told him to
put the men back to the main earthwork. The
result was that our new camp at chainage 11,000
was flooded out, and a long strip of what we had
wanted to keep dry was soaked and remained wet
until the casual water was joined by seepage water
from the real flood under the unfinished bank.
This part of the bund was consequently not finished
to full section until the end of May, long after the
real flood had come down, and was very nearly
breached two or three times when the Shamal in its
turn piled up the flood-water from the north.
I could not fight for my little bank, as I had a fall
from my motor-cycle on the gth April and broke a
rib. This kept me at Magil, where all I could do
was to fight as hard as I could to get a line of light
railway run along the top of our bund, and also to
get the military labour which had been working
behind us all this time on the railway bund
brought over to reinforce our gallant Arabs. In
this I was unsuccessful, which was a pity, as, in spite
of Pollard's repeated appeals, nothing had been done
to revet the north face of the bund, and only a
railway could have brought out in time the enor-
mous quantity of mats and corrugated iron which
was required to protect the soft sand from erosion.